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BREIFING: Z/Mif Rong Xiao Cai (November 1st - December 3rd)

Description:

Rong Xiao Cai is my beloved dog, and | see her as my daughter, she doesn’t have an English name, Rong is my family name, Xiao means “little”, and Cai stands
for “money” in Chinese characters. She brings me happiness, and troubles, but without her, my life after | came back to China would probably be very different.
For this project I'm aiming to create something for her, it could be a record of her daily life, her movements, her habits, what | see in my eyes, my relations with
her, what troubling things she does just to have fun, what | want to show her and give her happiness and so on. Then do a deeper research and development
about her and form a concept or forms of how | can express this at last. For the form of visualising, try doing something simple or raw this time, don’t add too
many things onto it like the other projects | did before. | want it to be concise this time.

Week 1:

1. Explore about Rong Xiao Cai, brainstorm and elaborate your thought about her. At least 1 brainstorm and 2 explorations about her.

2. Do some artist research and get some inspirations. At least 3 A3 page of artist research + inspiration records.

3. Elaborate some ideas. 2 A3 page of elaboration.

4. Conclude and organise your ideas. 1 overall conclusion (300 words). 1 short conclusion to make things clear.

Week 2:

1. After all the developments and research, find a focus point and start experimenting. Remember to do reflections on your experiments try doing numerous
experiments instead of just doing one experiment and elaborating it. At least 3 experiments with various materials.

2. Think about your experiments, and the meaning behind it. Organise while experimenting.

3. Do a deeper development for the experiments and materials. At least 1 deeper development.

4. Draw a final draft for it and write down the purpose of it. At least 2 drafts.

5. Decide a final focus point for concept and do a conclusion for it. 200 words explaining it. 50 words to conclude.

Week 3:

Start making and conducting the final. (No less than 40%)

Week 4:

Start making and conducting the final. (No less than 80%)

Week 5:

1. Start finish the final (100%)

2. Put everything together as a whole (Development, process, research, experiments, final making process). Make a PowerPoint as a whole.
3. Write a self-evaluation at last.



BRAINSTORM & DEVELOPMENT

At first, | did some brainstorms about my concept and ideas then | went into some artist research to get some inspiration and support for my ideas. | watched videos
about them like, Jackson Pollock and Keith Haring, they are two artists who likes to create freely and directly which | really want to try in this project. | want to convey

my thoughts straight from my heart, directly, with the depth of this feeling in that moment. | then got some photos to inspire me.
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ARTIST RESEARCH

Jackson Pollock

- Abstract Expressionism Artist
- Specializes in painting
- Well known for his unique style of drip painting

His painting represents the energy and motion of his inner world. It
has a strong visual effect, that | can feel deep inside him.

Studies by art historians and scientists have determined that some of
Pollock’s work display properties of mathematical fractals, asserting
that his works became more fractal-like throughout his career. Source:
https://www.wikiart.org/en/jackson-pollock

- Pop Art, Street Art,
Graffiti, Murals

- Main elements used:
chalk outline of
figures & dogs.

His work offers both
art historical heft and
urban art edge to
collectors.

| really like the idea
that he says, “Art is
for everyone”, | can
feel it from his work
and the soul in it.

Courtesy Sotheby'’s



This project reminds me of the book | brought called David Hockney's Dog
Days. He drewed his two dachshunds, Stanley and Boodgia. | brought this
book because | felt related 10 this series, it's daily but heart-touching, and
reminds me of my Shiba Inu, Rong Xiao Cai,

This is a very inapiring book. | wanted to draw my dog as well

My thoughts after reading it:

1L | wanted to draw my Cacal for a day, Drawing and recording her movements and emotions for one
whole day. Something interesting might happen. Since | cant really draw those traditional sketches, it
might turn aut really funmy at first and then | might get use to it aftenwards

2 Recording her expressions for a week.
1 Practice drawing her at first and then when | form some kind of style ar technique, | should try
drawing her for a day, or record her daily emotions.

O

e — i
My concept could be something simple and fun, | just wanted to record something about Rong Xiao Cal, 8ha's my friend £ Sl e -
and family, she means a lotto me and I'm sure other people whe have a pet which they love can relate 1o it
ooy eyt e e ererry it
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In this =aries, David Hockney s recording and observing his dogs day, he says "They are intelligent, loving, comical and o e e e s
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often bired. They watch me work; | notice the warm shape they make togather, ther sadness and they delights,” That's how Eh'_._...;..._" I
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dogs are and he just wanted to show sharp chservation and affection as the result of this series. ‘*“'—“1_-_—.'-:.1*—." TR T o
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| wanted to express my affections towards XiaoCal in my way of visualising and just recording them down, it would be vary i

rmeaningful and a fun time when | look back, This would be a record of my love towards CaiCai,



EXPER' M ENTS 1 Real-Life Quick Sketch with different methods

Parchment Paper-to give it a movement

| went into some visual experiments, tried different ways of drawing Rong Xiao Cai

I'm recording down her daily life, to show that she is always accompanying me, and being with her makes me feel blessed and warm, I'm testing out
which method has the best effect to show this feeling out there.




EXPERIMENTS 2

Charcoal







David Honckney: Photography Collage:

| rememberad his way of photography collage when | was thinking of ways to
draw Rong Xiao Cai, it was first from a course in grade 10, and then It reminded
me there was lots of artists that used similar methods like that

After that, | went on a search for thase artists and found David Honckney's
photography collage. Surprisingly, t was the same artist that inspired me for
drawing my dog

Grage 10 Collage Drevwang

| feal like this is a fun way of drawing things out, we'll get a
differamt visual effect from that, | did my drawing first and
then did this artist research for him, and | found out that he
is using colour blocks to create his dimension and I'm
using features from Rong Xiao CaiL Clearly shown, his art
pieces is more dimensional than what | did

This (especially the face one) also inspired me for another
plaboration: | could cut out photos | took in the past of
XaaoCal to show the growth of her appearance and also
some interésting movemnaents sha had, It would be one

piece of work representing the current lite of my beloved
XiaoCai

David Hockney made this series of works to judge photography, since
he found that photography has limitations but paintings don't, he made
hia photography mechanical, unequal and so on. His is creating new

dimensions with phaotography.
o harses fsminusphotographers:net daa d-hotkny




Erwin Wurm

Over the course of his career, Erwin Wurm has radically expanded conceptions of sculpture, space and the human form. His

sculptures straddle abstraction and representation, presanting familiar objects in a surprising and inventive way that prompts
viewers to consider them in a new light.
hifpadfropan, netiarbt /BT -onain-wmmd
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He focuses on objects that help us cope with daily life; including clothes; cars, foods, and homes

He sdmits that "our world is not in the best conditions,” he worrnies that trends in society’s
expectations are "unyielding judgments made by some people about what we must do, and what
we cannot do." For him, rigidity is not only exhausting but dangerous: "Nowadays, you're not
allowed to say certain things; theme is control everywhere, Free speech and free thought are fading
away. His sculptures reflect this ongoing process of interrogation, rather than the passing of

iy_dgmg,ume {twwnasagrant come 2020001 F 2400 e-) dea-ti-n o -anou gh-r-conversation-with -ensan-sermi

Uinfitled, 149 = 99, dom, $030

He is combining
human body parts with
what we use in our
everyday life. Maybe
he is trying to show
the relationships of
human body with daily
objects, in a fun and
interesting way.

Erwin Yyuerm, Stone. 2019, acryatal
pnd stons, LLALx 122 w 866
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THEORETICAL SUPPORT

These are some research and ideas about our bond towards our pet, and how

Owr love Towercls 04 pets:

&* u'n*-w_r-.u-..:j e pets mduu_a Fﬂ.ap'lt.'_i Shress
they form.
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Hone .
Y M"l‘j § Martin Siegel. (2015) The Psychology of Human Bonding | Why Do We Love Our Pets So
Much? [Internet]. Available from: <https://www.kosmosjournal.org/news/the-psychology-of-
human-bonding-why-do-we-love-our-pets-so-much/> [Accessed 24 January 2022]
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IDEAS & DRAFTS
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These are some of my other ideas | had, inspired from the process of - '
experimenting.



FURHTER DEVELOPMENT

Conclusion:

| did lots of brainstorm, elaboration and experiments so far. | found a "new” way of
development: brainstorm, go the idea; experiment; artist research for further inspirations;
experiment. It's not the usual but quiet fun and interesting to do. | feel like I'm kind of finding
my way there for the concept. To conclude, | wanted to depict and record my love for Rong
Xiao Cai as simple as how it Is, like what s it like in everyday life. According to Keith Haring,
he thinks that his drawing speaks for itseff, and | agree to that and wanted to do something
"simple” this time, | want to follow my heart to develop this final, what I'm doing at last will
just be for visualizing my love for Cai Cai and it speaks for itself. It"s because it's something
from my heart and | want to directly show that. It's like I'm llustrating this moment of love in
my heart, “They turn into whatever it turns into.”

So far, the experiments | did are:

1. Drawing and cbserving Rong Xiao Cai for a day, | tried out different methods and
material to see which one is the feeling I'm looking for.

2. Did & collage filled with Rong Xiao Cai in different stages with different emotions
{starting from when she first came to our house).

3. Did another scribble drawing full of Rong Xiao Cai having a transparent plastic sheet

Miniature Sculptures on top of the collage | did before, (Had a strong visual effect).

4. Making small sculptures of Rong Xiao Cai, capturing different movements of her, 1.
used pil-based modelling clay, 2. But | wanted to use LaDoll stone clay, | really like the
texture it gives, | feel like it has more of a life in it, (however | ran out of it so | haven't
tried that yet). 3. Also tried out thermoplastic clay, but | cannot craft the details, it's
kind of hard to contral.

From all those experiments at the moment, | want to do something full of Cai Cai like
making a thousand miniature sculpture of her and at the very back of it there will be a
huge collage or drawing of Rong Xiao Cal.




Horse Stepping on a Swallow

i-.'."‘,"‘

Stone clay: Chosen at last, has just the right amount of texture

FURHTER DEVELOPMENT

Decided to make Rong Xiao Cai sculptures: inspired by the bronze statue of Horse Stepping on a Swallow - Chinese people made it to show their love
towards the horse and it can even be faster than the swallow. Terracotta Army — it is armies of sculptures Qin Shi Huang ordered to make for remembrance
and love towards the warriors that were sacrificed in the war. Moreover, miniature sculptures is touchable, it has it's form and shape, it's something we can
touch and feel in a three dimension unlike paintings that are 2D. For example, nowadays we have ceramics and models as decorations in our room.



CONCEPTS & DEVELOPMENT 1
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Draft 2

Silphium Plant

Heart Leaf Shape

Philosopher Aristotle believed the heart was the center of emotions, a belief that is still
prevalent today. The actual shape of the drawn heart we know today is rumored to be
inspired by the female breasts and sexual organs.

Michelle.Y. (2014) Valentine's Day Symbols Meaning. [Internet]. Available from:
<https://www.1800flowers.com/blog/floral-occasions-holidays/meaning-of-valentines-day-symbols/> [Accessed 24
January 2022]

Concept: Show my love towards Rong Xiao Cai, and

our bonds together.

- | elaborated from the heart. | wanted to show my

love by making this heart, so | went into a further
development. (Draft 1&2&3)

Why does “heart” represent love?

The silphium plant was used as a form of birth control in
the city-state of Cyrene. Legend has it that the plant was
so important to the local economy that "coins were
minted that depicted the plant's seedpod, which looks
like the heart shape we know today,"

Others argue that the shape stemmed from the shape of
leaves. Leaves appear in many paintings dating back to
The Middle Ages that illustrate a romantic love between
men and women and the spiritual love between mankind

and God.

Danny Groner. (2013) Why's a Heart Represent Love, Anyway?.
[Internet]. Available from: <https://www.huffpost.com/entry/whys-a-
heart-represent-lo_b_2635820> [Accessed 24 January 2022]



CONCEPTS & DEVELOPMENT 2

Inner Body Diagram

Draft 2
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There are lots of blood vessels which the heart connects to and it allows the body to function properly. | developed it (Draft 1 & 2): as it's all over
our body, it's showing my love and care towards Rong Xiao Cai, she is deep inside my heart, she means a lot to me just like how we cannot live if
our main artery breaks. (Experiment 1)



Plan Transparent Sculptures

CONCEPTS & DEVELOPMENT 3

| want to make lots of transparent Rong Xiao Cai sculptures, it is representing my love, it's transparent, in order to demonstrate my love towards her is
pure and simple, and | wish her to live this life without worrying about anything. She’s all over me and always with me. Another thing is that | want to
make transparent epoxy balls that has her fur in it to represent my precious memories with her.




ATTEMPTS
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Made samples of the blood vessels and Xiaocai sculptures, tested out different combinations with different materials, colours, and lightings. Then,
according to all those attempts, | conducted a final sample and draft.



FINAL SAMPLE & DRAFT
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' ﬁhkﬁj Blood Vessels
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MAKING PROCESS

RONG XIAO CAl
SCULPTURES

These are sculptures | made
from stone clay, for the models.




MAKING PROCESS

SCILICONE MODELS

These are models | made from the
sculptures.




MAKING PROCESS
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FINAL OUTCOME

The lighting turns them into life, and you can feel the spirits in it. It's like
two souls bonded together. There are 3 type of lightings which creates a
unique vibe but on the same point.

White lights: simple but strong; well balanced with the vibe of my soul.
Purple lights: makes the vessels shine.

White & purple lights: with the touch-up of the vessels, the white light
also makes it much into live and it feels like my soul is in it.

Media: irone wires, oil-based modeling clay, heat gun, lighter, glue + water,
modeling paste, red painting spray, neon acrylics, purple LED lights, white small
lights, epoxy, plastic sheets, cardboards, hot glue-gun, silicone, Xiao Cai's fur.
2021.12, 70x60x63cm
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SELF-EVALUATION

Fine Ari Sell Assessmeni Form
(70 BE COMPLETED BY STUDENT)

2 Page Maxsmum [exclisding imogos]
11 point Fond mimimm.
Hiudery name Dan Rong
ar
E:H! Raong X Cai
Yo [ Teem 2021
Tl Zilin Lin
Diale 2021 11.01-12.03

Pioaso describe and review your practice and research this term, referring to tha
images you will share at the end of the form. {100 — 150 words)

There is a lot of development in this project called Rong Xiao Cai, it s mainly lksted on the
page where | wrobe a8l my actions for this project. Choosing this subject around my dag
iRang Xiao Cai) & wriling down & very own brigfing, |s very new 1o me, 50 il was kind of
challenging. After whan everything is brefty planed out, | staried doing some brainstarms,
photo coections, and arfist research to form my direction of development Lots of artst
research was dong ko Inspire me, and | wenl info bots of expariments sech a3, drawing real
lite guick aksich of Xiaocal, drawing with different maierial, recording down ber daily lite,
miaking & huge coltage with pholos I've ook bafors, drawing fréely with the ines and pulfing
rmy feelings in here, sic. More arlist research was dong afterwaits, and | also searched up
some fheores aboul hine and why wi love our pels whal kind of love s this? Addiionally,
some drafis & ideas was dropped down, and | weni 1o more expeanments: making Rong
Kiao Cai sculplures with difiereni matenals, Moreover, from those earlier developments, |
finally from a concept. and then | stared developing this concepd, making il mach mong
complate and developing on how | should wisuaize it There i both theorsticsl ressarchas
done and atso practical experiments during the fime. Af last, | conducted a final plan and
sample, tried out ditferent affects for the kightings and the outcome was conducied

thoroughly.

What has influenced and Informed your work this term? This can include readings,
had. {100 - 150 wornds)

There ase ots of hearetical ihngs Bt mflvenced Bis geoject during te way, | am going o
lisl fsam aud ) oo
1 Aris meseach Jackson Pollock, Kaith Haring, Disvic Hocknsy's Do Day. Davel
Hockney's Photagraphy Gollage, Ersn Wi,

2 Theorelical ressanch aboul uman i iowards pets and Human Bonding: Marsn
Siogal. (2015) The Peychology of Human Bonding | Wiy Do We Lowe Oar Pats So
Much? [insemas], Avaiiebie from: < hitps fSwww osmceaims orgnessthe.
paychalogy-of-humasn-pending why'-do-we-Save-our-pets-so-much! > [Accossed 34
dnnaary 202%]

Histomcal ariwork. Home Stepping on i Swaliow, Termacosa Army

Thedmetical esaanch about wity haam mepmsa icve

innar Body Diagram

Ropaarch about biood yesseis: Vin & Arary

Rasaarch nboul wivy i Dur virirs biue

Hgvartholess. momories, okpenipnoes emodans, and phoios with Rong Xao et inspired
mai during Bho vy of deveicping

Approsiiralely 5 ukonas i ietal

= R e

denrmmmprw,wmmmm

Yvish i oaporience of being sboul o conded @ praject wiltout ary instrucions. | feel like

my independont skl Fas imgroved, | winh | could kesp op this process in Ha upeoming

projacts, and improve mysaif durng the way, Them sre o fow areas whors | sant {o

improws on. Such as dewioping subpecis ihal's aound paics. sociely, global issues. aic

along with my ieas, atso hawng phiny of theoretical research dunng e devalopments;

mmdwmm Theea are sams ol iha things Tl | kope o mroe inmy
projecas.




